
H.I.S. 6th grade Suggested Summer Reading List

A Wrinkle in Time By: Madeleine L’Engle

Out of this wild night, a strange visitor comes to the Murray house and beckons Meg,
her brother Charles Wallace, and their friend Calvin O'Keefe on a most dangerous and
extraordinary adventure—one that will threaten their lives and our universe.

Hoot By: Carl Hiaasen

Roy Eberhardt is new to his small Florida community of Coconut Cove. Unfortunately,
Roy's first acquaintance in Florida is Dana Matherson, a well-known bully. Then
again, if Dana hadn't been sinking his thumbs into Roy's temples and mashing his
face against the school-bus window, Roy might never have spotted the running boy.
And the running boy is intriguing: he was running away from the school bus, carried
no books, and — here's the odd part — wore no shoes.

The Miracle Worker By: William Gibson

Twelve-year-old Helen Keller lived in a prison of silence and darkness. Born deaf,
blind, and mute, with no way to express herself or comprehend those around her,
she flew into primal rages against anyone who tried to help her, fighting tooth
and nail with a strength born of furious, unknowing desperation.

Walk Two Moons By: Sharon Creech

As Sal entertains her grandparents with Phoebe's outrageous story, her own story
begins to unfold — the story of a thirteen-year-old girl whose only wish is to be
reunited with her missing mother.

Freedom Walkers By: Russell Freedman

On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks refused to move to the back of the bus and give
up her seat to a white man. This refusal to give up her dignity sparked the
Montgomery bus boycott, a yearlong struggle, and a major victory in the civil
rights movement.

Eleanor Roosevelt: A life of discovery By: Russell Freedman

The intriguing story of Eleanor Roosevelt traces the life of the former First Lady
from her early childhood through the tumultuous years in the White House to her
active role in the founding of the United Nations after World War II.

Hatchet By: Gary Paulsen

Brian is on his way to Canada to visit his estranged father when the pilot of his
small prop plane su�ers a heart attack. Brian is forced to crash-land the plane in a
lake--and finds himself stranded in the remote Canadian wilderness with only his
clothing and the hatchet his mother gave him as a present before his departure.

The Mighty Miss Malone By: Christopher Paul Curtis

Deza is the smartest girl in her class in Gary, Indiana, singled out by teachers for a
special path in life. But the Great Depression hit Gary hard, and there are no jobs
for black men. When her beloved father leaves to find work, Deza, Mother, and her
older brother Jimmie go in search of him, and end up in a Hooverville outside
Flint, Michigan. Jimmie’s beautiful voice inspires him to leave the camp to be a



performer, while Deza and Mother find a new home, and cling to the hope that
they will find Father.

Wonder By: RJ Pallacio

August Pullman was born with a facial di�erence that, up until now, has
prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher
Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new
classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face.

The Secret Garden By: Frances Hodgson Burnett

Mary Lennox, a sickly and contrary little girl, is orphaned to dim prospects in a
gloomy English manor - her only friend is a bed-ridden boy named Colin, whose
prospects may be dimmer than hers. But when Mary finds the key to a Secret
Garden, the magical powers of transformation fall within her reach.

Island of the Blue Dolphins By: Scott O’Dell

In the Pacific there is an island that looks like a big fish sunning itself in the sea.
Around it, blue dolphins swim, otters play, and sea elephants and sea birds
abound. Once, Indians also lived on the island. And when they left and sailed to the
east, one young girl was left behind.

Number the Stars By: Lois Lowry

Ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen and her best friend Ellen Rosen often think of
life before the war. It's now 1943 and their life in Copenhagen is filled with school,
food shortages, and the Nazi soldiers marching through town. When the Jews of
Denmark are "relocated," Ellen moves in with the Johansens and pretends to be
one of the family. Soon Annemarie is asked to go on a dangerous mission to save
Ellen's life.

Out of Mind By: Sharon Draper

Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a
photographic memory; she can remember every detail of everything she has ever
experienced. She is smarter than most of the adults who try to diagnose her and
smarter than her classmates in her integrated classroom - the very same
classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged because she cannot tell them
otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she's
determined to let everyone know it - somehow.

Esperanza Rising By: Pam Munoz Ryan

Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in
Mexico--she'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a
sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California during the Great
Depression, and to settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't
ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces.
When their new life is threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her
di�cult circumstances--Mama's life, and her own, depend on it.

Ungifted By: Gordan Korman

The word gifted has never been applied to a kid like Donovan Curtis. It's usually



more like Don't try this at home. So when the troublemaker pulls a major prank at
his middle school, he thinks he's finally gone too far. But thanks to a mix-up by
one of the administrators, instead of getting in trouble, Donovan is sent to the
Academy of Scholastic Distinction (ASD), a special program for gifted and talented
students.

The Summer Before Boys By: Nora Raleigh Baskin

Julia and Eliza are best friends. MJulia’s mother is serving in the National Guard in
Iraq, and Julia spends all of her time trying not to think about what could happen.
So the girls lose themselves in their summer, hanging out at the resort where
Eliza’s father works. But when they meet a new boy, neither of them is prepared
for how it impacts their friendship, and Julia has to cope with the possibility of
being separated from yet another person she loves.

The Unteachables By: Gordan Korman

The Unteachables are a notorious class of misfits, delinquents, and academic train
wrecks. Like Aldo, with anger management issues; Parker, who can’t read; Kiana, who
doesn’t even belong in the class—or any class; and Elaine (rhymes with pain). The
Unteachables have been removed from the student body and isolated in room 117.

Sounder By: William Armstrong

The story of the great coon dog, Sounder, and the poor sharecroppers who own
him.

Red Scarf Girl By: Ji-Li Jiang

It's 1966, and twelve-year-old Ji-li Jiang has everything a girl could want: brains,
popularity, and a bright future in Communist China. But it's also the year that
China's leader, Mao Ze-dong, launches the Cultural Revolution—and Ji-li's world
begins to fall apart. Over the next few years, people who were once her friends and
neighbors turn on her and her family, forcing them to live in constant terror of
arrest. And when Ji-li's father is finally imprisoned, she faces the most di�cult
dilemma of her life

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone By: JK Rowling

Harry Potter's life is miserable. His parents are dead and he's stuck with his
heartless relatives, who force him to live in a tiny closet under the stairs. But his
fortune changes when he receives a letter that tells him the truth about himself:
he's a wizard. A mysterious visitor rescues him from his relatives and takes him to
his new home, Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

The False Prince By: Jennifer Nielsen

In a discontent kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner,
a nobleman of the court, devises a cunning plan to find an impersonator of the
king's long-lost son and install him as a puppet prince. Four orphans are recruited
to compete for the role, including a defiant boy named Sage. Sage knows that
Conner's motives are more than questionable, yet his life balances on a sword's
point—he must be chosen to play the prince or he will certainly be killed. But
Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well.

Mark of the Thief By: Jennifer Nielsen



When Nic, a slave in the mines outside of Rome, is forced to enter a sealed cavern
containing the lost treasures of Julius Caesar, he finds much more than gold and
gemstones: He discovers an ancient bulla, an amulet that belonged to the great
Caesar and is filled with a magic once reserved for the Gods -- magic some
Romans would kill for.


